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THE WORD FROM ORGANIZERS

LA GRANDE MOTTE IN FRANCE:
THE CAPITAL OF THE WORLD
FOR MULTIHULLS
The next edition of the International Multihull Show is coming up and La Grande Motte will be
ﬂying the ﬂag as the capital of the world for multihulls for ﬁve days.
This show dedicated entirely to multihulls was founded in Lorient (Brittany) in 2009, but it is here
in La Grande Motte, in Hérault, in the Occitanie region, that the show acquired its reputation and
international status…
It is true that the town in the Pays d’Oc with its pyramidal architecture really stands out and surprises everyone, when you come here for the ﬁrst time by sea, plane or by road…
Just a few miles from Montpellier airport, the Mediterranean port oﬀers all sorts of advantages
to host this truly global event. Each year in April, in the heart of the seaside town ranked as a 20th
Century heritage centre, boat builders, equipment manufacturers are present with all their latest
products.
This ninth edition has something for everyone and the whole of the multihull family will be attending.
With the strong backing of the world of racing and records, this is a fantastic time for multihulls,
as we can see with François Gabart’s achievements with his Macif trimaran, Thomas Coville with
Sodebo, Armel Le Cléach with Banque Populaire and other champions…
Multihulls are no passing craze. They are now perfect for pleasure boating, as they are modern
and friendly, suit the family, and are aﬀordable for everyone.
Increasingly popular thanks to the charter sector, catamarans, whether they are equipped with
sails or an engine, can be seen around the world. They are enjoyed by boating enthusiasts, whether
they are experienced or beginners, looking to travel and be free on fast boats, which are comfortable and spacious.
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This year once again and even more so, the multihull sector will impress everyone, showing how
dynamic it is and how it is propelling the whole marine sector forwards.
Just to mention a few:
- Aventura 34 World premiere
- Bali 4.1 World premiere
- Bavaria Nautitech 47 Power First time aFloat
- Broadblue 346 World premiere
- Futura 49 World premiere
- Ita 14.99 World premiere
- Léopard 50 european premiere
- Marsaudon TS5 World premiere
- MC50 Cat World premiere
- Neel 45 Evolution World premiere
- Outremer 51 World premiere
Of course, following on from the work done in the yards building boats with two or three hulls,
the whole sector has been given a boost, with equipment makers, chandleries, sailmakers, services, and transporters presenting everything required by multihulls in the Exhibition Village.
Likewise, the now famous Architecture/Innovation/Design area, will oﬀer visitors a chance to get
a look at the boats of tomorrow in a friendly and professional atmosphere, whether they have
two or three hulls or are equipped with daggerboards or foils.
To take up this challenge, and to honour all these yards, which have been so busy and inventive,
with the desire to present often complete ranges for the bigger yards, and new projects, which
are ﬁnally ﬁnished for the more innovative , including catamarans, trimarans, with sails or engines,
all you need to do is save the date.
We look forward to seeing you at the International Multihull Boat Show.
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the m2 organisation team
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The concept of the International Boat Show was launched in 2009. The fact that catamarans and
trimarans are on display fully conﬁgured in the water, and that economic constraints have restricted
logistical costs, help explain the success of this boat show reserved exclusively for multihulls.
That is why in April each year the harbour in La Grande Motte hosts the biggest display of cruising
multihulls.
Alongside the dock, the exhibitors’ village is home to the whole sector with the various suppliers,
chandleries, charter ﬁrms, sailmakers, transporters, insurance and banking companies, etc.
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EXPONENTIAL FIGURES FOR THE GLOBAL
MULTIHULL MARKET
The last years edition of the International Multihull Show showed increasing economic horizons
for this sector of the pleasure boat industry.
The pleasure boat sector is thriving more or less everywhere around the world, with the exception
of France, which has shown a certain slowdown… Within this context, the multihull market is
going through a period of very strong growth. This is partly linked to the development of the charter market, but is also down to clients moving away from monohulls and towards multihulls, which
oﬀer better accommodation and are more comfortable.
The global market is said to be between 900 and 1100 units per year
While there are no accurate oﬃcial statistics in this area, ﬁgures obtained from various builders
have enabled us to judge the state of the market concerning cruising catamarans in excess of thirty
feet with between 900 and 1100 units produced this year. Whether we are talking about catamarans or trimarans, they can be divided up into 85 % with sails (750 to 950 units) and 15 % with engines
(130 to 150 units).
70 % of world production is French
Almost 70% of the multihulls in the world are built in France: Lagoon (world leader), FountainePajot, Catana Group, Bavaria Nautitech, Outremer, Privilège Marine, Marsaudon Composites,
Neel, Swiss Catamarans, Aventura, to name but the most well known. South Africa is the world’s
second manufacturer with the Robertson & Caine yards (the world number 2, which is well known
for the brands, Leopard, Sunsail and Moorings), as well as Tag Yachts, Knysna Yachts, Royal Cape
>>>
Catamaran, Xquisite…
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A large increase in production capacity
To satisfy the increase in sales, yards have been investing heavily and all of the sites belonging to the
main builders have seen their production capacity increase in two-digit proportions:
- Lagoon: a new factory in Bordeaux (CNB)
- Fountaine-Pajot: large increase in its capacity at the Aigrefeuille site (Charente-Maritime)
- Catana with its brand, Bali delivered more than 60 catamarans in 2017
- Bavaria Nautitech has completely updated its production site in Rochefort and its factories
expected a production of more than 70 units in 2017
- Outremer is extending its production site in La Grande Motte, while settting up new facilities
in Canet-en-Roussillon (Pyrénées-Orientales)
- Swiss Catamaran recently set up a production site in Balaruc (Pyrénées-Orientales)
The charter sector as a booster
The pricing and quality of construction today favours the acquisition of a multihull using a managed
service agreement. This is no a new phenomenon, but its development has been spectacular. The
charter market is believed to represent 40 % of the business of builders. This phenomenon is speciﬁc
to multihulls.
Not forgetting motorised catamarans
For many years, considered to be the future of multihulls, the motorised yacht sector only represents between 15 and 20 % of the market; all of the builders have added this product to their range.
This wide ranging approach has certainly ensured the development of the sector.
As we draw up a report on 2017, yards are already announcing a lot of new products for 2018, which
conﬁrms the extraordinary development of this branch of the marine sector.
The 2018 edition looks extremely promising with a thriving sector ahead…
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THE REVIEW

BACK TO 2017 EDITION
• More than 14,000 visitors in 2017 with an active approach
• An international client base with 60% from abroad:
- 25 % from North America
- 10 % from Germany
- 10 % from Spain
- 5 % from Italy
- 10 % from the rest of the world
(Russia, Eastern Europe, Asia)
• Around a hundred boats under negociation
during the ﬁve days of the show (unoﬃcial source)
• Genuine diversity with more than
60 multihulls on show
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aventura 34 World premiere

The builder, based in Tunisia, is continuing the development of its range. After the very successful motor 10.5
presented last year, here comes a brand new boat, with
this Aventura 34, also designed by the Lasta design studio.
Like its predecessor in the range, the Aventura 33, the 34
oﬀers the accommodation of a genuine cruising boat, in
under 10 meters…
With three double cabins, a comfortable saloon, a real
cockpit with a nice table, and two sunbathing areas, not
to mention the aft deck, the Aventura 34 really makes
you want to set oﬀ to discover the Mediterranean or
even the Caribbean area.

Bali 4.1 World premiere

Bali 4.1 picks up on all the innovations which have been
so successful with the Bali 4.0: the vast cockpit / saloon
area, which completely opens up with a huge pivoting glazed door, the raised helm station and very convivial ﬂybridge... The Bali 4.1 additionally oﬀers :a new integral aft
platform linking the two hulls, new bench seating in the
aft cockpit, large side lockers which can house a grill or
scuba equipment.
To note: the interior décor, by Lasta Design Studio, puts
the emphasis on light, ergonomics, ﬂuid shapes and the
ﬁnest materials.

Bavaria nautitech 47 power
First time aFloat

After the new version of the Nautitech Open40, Bavaria
Catamarans is continuing to renew its Nautitech range by
oﬀering a brand new boat, the very ﬁrst motor catamaran
from Nautitech, the Power 47.
This catamaran is fast, with a top speed of 22 knots, but
is also capable of a good range, with 1,000 miles at 9
knots.
Aboard it’s of course the quality of life which prevails,
with the saloon-cockpit area on the same level; the hydraulic platform allows the dinghy to be stowed easily
and once at anchor will be an area for enjoying the sea.

Broadblue 346 World premiere

Broadblue is oﬀering a brand new boat to replace the 345
S2 (launched in 2008) in its range. This catamaran, called
the Broadblue 346, is a genuine family cruiser.
At 10.2 m long it will - according to the builder - be above
all the smallest catamaran in Category A produced in Europe,
but it oﬀers as much as a big one, with 2 double cabins +
1 single (not to mention the saloon), and 2 m headroom.
Advertised at the price of £129,950, it is also one of the
most ﬁnancially aﬀordable catamarans, and will ﬁt on the
European canals…
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Catana 53

With the Catana 53, the shipyard is oﬀering a great cruising
model which is particularly accomplished.
You’ll ﬁnd everything from the yard’s latest generation,
with marked chines, inverted bows and of course the
now iconic curved daggerboards.
The 53 is available in diﬀerent accommodation versions,
with three or four double cabins and for each of these, a
choice of a traditional U-shaped galley or one installed in
a central island in the saloon.
The forepeaks can also be ﬁtted out as crew cabins.

dragonﬂy 28 performance

Built by Quorning Boats and represented in France by the
new, friendly team at Hellomulti, the Dragonﬂy 28 Performance trimaran stands out thanks to her exceptional
performance and her elaborate design.
Fun and easy to handle, the Dragonﬂy 28 can house ﬁve
people.
Please note that there are three versions of the Dragonﬂy 28:
a touring, sport and oﬀshore racing version.

eos54

Eos54 is a top of the range catamaran designed for oﬀshore cruising for one or two years or round the world
voyages.
Eos54 satisﬁes the needs of those looking for a semi made
to measure model oﬀering a lifestyle to suit the tastes of
the owners.
Designed by Christophe Barreau and built by Marsaudon
Composites, this oﬀshore catamaran aims to oﬀer a high
standard of performance under sail, promising safety
when sailing, but also oﬀers real enjoyment at the helm,
as was conﬁrmed by her ﬁrst trials.
Her semi-custom design means everyone can ﬁt her out as
they want with two to four double cabins and two singles.

ita 14.99 World premiere

The Ita 14.99 is a blue-water cruising catamaran designed
by François Perus & Yacht Design Collective. A stylish boat,
designed to be sailed short or even singlehanded, and advertised at 10.5 tonnes unladen.
Equipped with a generous sail area, daggerboards
(1.15/2.30 m) and built in epoxy, the number 1 in the series
will be presented for its world premiere at the International Multihull Boat Show in April 2018. Note that the Ita
14.99 will be equipped as standard with Oceanvolt hybrid
electric propulsion, and the boat will be self-suﬃcient in
energy…
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lagoon 40

In line with the 42, Lagoon is oﬀering a seaworthy boat
which is rather pleasant to helm and above all capable of
good averages under sail.
A boat which is also easy to sail, with the rig positioned
well aft and the self-tacking jib, now classic for the builder.
But the Lagoon DNA remains very present, with comfortable, well-designed accommodation for life aboard, and
notably the nice saloon/cockpit area.

lagoon 50

In the builder’s range, the 50 sits in between the 450, versions F and S, and the 52. Of course on this unit the rig is
set further aft, common to all the new Lagoons and
which oﬀers a centering of the optimum weights and especially, great ease of sailing.
But what strikes when boarding the new Lagoon 50 is of
course the incredible living space and the impressive volume for a 50 footer.
The catamaran is available in three, four and even six
double cabins.

leopard 50 european premiere

This 50 footer innovates because the yard is going to be
oﬀering two versions: the 50P (for Performance) is equipped with a traditional bimini, while the 50L (for Lounge)
is equipped with a ﬂybridge. Of course, on both versions
the forward cockpit is accessible from the saloon and
they feature a very well designed deck plan for easy sailing maneuvers, even when short-handed.
A lot of work has been done by the designers Simonis &
Voogd Yacht Design, especially on the interior layout (the
boat is available in 4 or 5 double cabin versions), and on
ergonomics and living spaces in the saloon.

marsaudon ts5 World premiere

The TS5 is design like the TS42’s big brother.
The essence and style remain. Easy to manoeuver, to
handle and to maintain, light and performant, the TS5
oﬀers unique sailing sensations on a catamaran.
The platform oﬀers a very generous living space.
A catamaran designed for oﬀ-shore cruising combining
performance and comfort.
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mC50 Cat World premiere

McConaghy Boats is presenting a new modern catamaran
concept designed by Jason Ker, the MC50 Cat. The highend boat has a ﬂybridge at the double helm station throne
that is particularly attractive.
With its carbon mast and innovative features – open plan
concept and direct access to the cockpit; spacious interior
layout; helm station – the MC50 Cat puts the helmsman
and crew at the center of life on board.

neel 51

Discovered this year, the Neel 51 is a cruising trimaran
that is also a true champion at the livability level!
We particularly loved the great owner’s cabin located in
the nacelle, with a magical view of the anchorage.
This tri is an especially pleasant and dynamic multihull
that works well, even in light airs and medium conditions.
It is also agile and fast in a sustained breeze downwind
with surprising performance added to the safety and
ease of trimaran geometry at sea.
This boat is like a great voyaging limo for a cruising
family…

outremer 51 World premiere

This best-seller from the Outremer range
is the reference catamaran for families
wanting to sail around the world. In 2018,
thanks to the feedback from hundreds of
sailors, a new improved version has appeared with a new design, changes to the interior and enhanced performance.

privilege serie 6

The Privilége Serie 6 beneﬁts from a very detailed hull
design by the naval architect, Marc Lombard, oﬀering
great comfort at sea.
The Privilège Marine research team has come up with a
very plush and intelligently thought out interior oﬀering
even more of a modular approach.
This boat brings together more than generous levels of
performance and the ability to take on bigger strains,
promising greater comfort when cruising.
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saona 47

The Saona is a genuine ocean cruiser, elegant with strong
lines and recognisable at ﬁrst glance.
The steering position ergonomics are successful, providing
safety and good visibility. Inside you will immediately feel
at home, and there is no doubt that with such a level of
comfort, many long-term cruising owners will ﬁnd here
the boat they are looking for.

seawind 1600

On the Seawind 1600, the designer, Reichel Pugh has managed to keep what has been the success of the range
for a long time.
The Seawind 1600 is thus a seaworthy boat but easy to
sail, even short-handed, and especially, oﬀers a beautiful
on-board living space.
With its daggerboards and modern hull, the 1600, which
is built in infusion, is also a fast boat.

swiss 48

Discovered this summer, the Swiss 48 is a catamaran
which is both reassuring and fun; a large part of the
pleasure experienced aboard comes from the care taken
with the deck plan (quality of control lines, winch sizes,
readability and efficiency) which allows the superb
fractional rig, supported by a superb mast and matching
boom, to be easily handled!
There is a real notion of build quality here, for this topof-the-range boat which allows SwissCat entry to the
exclusive club of top quality builders.
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE EVENT AND VISIT
THE SURROUNDING AREA
With 140 miles of coastline, 20 seaside resorts, 70 marinas including 39 on the coast, almost 30,000
berths, the Lion Gulf Natural Park, the ﬁrst natural marine park in the Mediterranean, 52 blue-ﬂag
beaches in 2016, a wide range of nautical activities, the coast of “Occitanie” oﬀers huge potential
for development for those in the marine, boating and tourist sectors.
Sail with the Pass Découvertes
Each Destination referred to as “Bleue by Odyssea” that can
be found in the Pass’Découvertes oﬀers a new way of discovering the area. A selection of ﬁve must see stopovers easily
visited from the harbour has been drawn up for you. This
guide also enables you to beneﬁt from a wide range of special
oﬀers during the stopovers in the ports. Special prices, reductions, free nights and even gifts await you.
To ﬁnd out more: www.ports-occitanie.com/pass-decouvertes/
Hérault includes many remarkable and unique sites, because of the forces of nature or man over a
long period of time. Here is a list of the sites you must not miss during your stay:
- Saint-Guilhem-le-Désert - Cirque de Navacelles - Salagou valley - Midi canal - The étang de Thau - Haut
Languedoc - Oppidum d’Ensérune - Le pic Saint-Loup - Minerve, a Cathar city - Maguelone cathedral
- Clamouse cave - Demoiselles cave
The Hérault department will be present at the show via Hérault Tourism to show the wide range of
what is available and the wealth of oﬀers in vineyards with the wine tour of Hérault. Thanks to tastings,
you will be able to discover wines made by women, “The Wine Girls” - www.viniﬁlles.fr

How to get the show

12

I N T E R N AT I O N A L M U LT I H U L L B OAT S H OW 2 018
U S E F U L I N F O R M AT I O N S

HOW TO GET TO THE SHOW
By road

- A75 motorway from Paris and the centre of France
- A9 motorway from Lyon
Two dual carriageways (20 km each) link La Grande Motte to the A9 motorway:
- Lunel exit when arriving from the East or North
- Montpellier-Est exit when arriving from the West
- A61 motorway when arriving from Toulouse.
Bison Futé: Tél. 04 91 78 78 78 (Marseille)
WebSite: www.bison-fute.equipement.gouv.fr/
Autoroutes informations: WebSite : www.autoroutes.fr

By plane

Montpellier-Méditerranée Airport is 10 kilometres away.
Daily ﬂights from Paris on Air France.
Regular direct ﬂights to Lyon, Clermont-Ferrand, Nantes,
Rennes,
Frankfurt Hahn, London Stansted, Oslo and Copenhagen plus
direct holiday ﬂights to Funchal, Marrakech, Djerba, Monastir,
Valetta and Dubrovnik.
- Montpellier - Méditerranée Airport:
Tel (+33) (0) 467 20 85 00
- Website: www.montpellier.aeroport.fr
- Nîmes - Arles - Camargue Airport (35 km):
Tel (+33) (0) 466 70 49 49
- Website: www.nimes-aeroport.fr

By rail

Daily services to and from all major cities, in particular the TGV high-speed train which arrives in
Montpellier.
From the railway station take the tramway (line 1) to the station “Odysseum” where a regular
coach (line n°106) provides a return shuttle service to and from La Grande Motte (45 minutes).
- Montpellier TGV station: 21 km
- SNCF website: www.voyages-sncf.com

By coach

Regular year-round services.
- Hérault Transport
Return trip: Montpellier - Carnon - La Grande Motte
Tel. (+33) (0) 467 06 03 67
Website with timetable : Herault Transport and look at number 106
- Cévennes Cars
Return trip: Nîmes - Aigues Mortes - Le Grau du Roi - La Grande Motte
Tel. (+33) (0) 466 29 27 29
Website with timetable: www.stdgard.fr and look at line 1
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FIND US THROUGHOUT THE yEAR ON
MULTICOqUE - ONLINE.COM

AND ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
@SalonInternationalduMulticoque
This press pack is available in German / French / English on our website (press section):
www.multicoque-online.com

