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Cats and tris are the
order of the day in
La Grande Motte

Inei‘ainl Multi.‘hull Sho 2022

Rupert Holmes reports from the world’s only major multihull boat show

very boat show now includes a
selection of multihulls, as this once
niche part of the market is now not
only firmly mainstream but contin-
ues to grow at a phenomenal rate. None-
theless, there remains an exhibition that
stands out from the rest—the International
Multihull Show at La Grande Motte, near
Montpellier in the South of France.

Although, a somewhat compact show; it
is still by far the best place in the world to
make direct side-by-side comparisons be-
tween the many different models out there.
Many of the smaller yards are also thereby
providing a pretty complete picture of the
state of today’s multihulls.

Neat ideas I saw at the show this past April
included the clever little 6Ib washer-drier
from Daewoo, which was fitted to the Nau-
titech 44 Open and Marsuadon Composites’
high performance ORCA2. The system uses
a mere 7.4 gal of water per wash and draws
a maximum of 1.4kW of power, well within
the solar power capacity of many of today’s
multihulls with their extensive panel areas. It’s
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not a brand-new product, having been on the  ing area, with a large amidships galley and
market three years now. But this was the first  further seating, plus a navigation station, for-
time Id seen it installed on a new yacht. ward of the mast. Just as Catana Groups Bali

The Catana Ocean Class also made its range was a game-changer for more main-
world premiere at La Grande Motte. This stream cruising catamarans, this model looks
49-footer is a bluewater cruiser that prom- set to do the same for faster cats designed to
ises better performance than most. It also cover long distances.

features seamlessly blended indoor/outdoor Multihulls, by their very nature offer the
bridgedeck spaces to create a truly giant liv- potential for high speeds under sail. How-

An example of the combined indoor/outdoor spaces found board th Catana Ocean ¢
(left); a closeup of Daewoo’s ultra-compact washer-drier (right)






